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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

1 . The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(a) the invention was known or used by others in this country, or patented or described in a printed 
publication in this or a foreign country, before the invention thereof by the applicant for a patent. 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351 (a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

2. Claims 1-7 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(a) as being anticipated by 
Silverbrook (US 6,652,078 B2). 

3. Claims 1-7 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by 
Silverbrook (US 6,652,078 B2). 

The applied reference has a common inventor with the instant application. 
Based upon the earlier effective U.S. filing date of the reference, it constitutes prior art 
under 35 U.S.C. 102(e). This rejection under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) might be overcome 
either by a showing under 37 CFR 1.132 that any invention disclosed but not claimed in 
the reference was derived from the inventor of this application and is thus not the 
invention "by another," or by an appropriate showing under 37 CFR 1 .131 . 
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Silverbrook discloses the following claimed limitations: 

* regarding claim 1, an inkjet printer (col 4, lines 10-20) which comprises a 
pagewidth printhead assembly/1 1/ that defines a plurality of ink passages/31/ so that 
the printhead assembly can be supplied with ink (1-3, 9b); 

* an ink conduit structure/52/ that is connected to the printhead assembly, the ink 
conduit structure/52/ defining a plurality of converging ink conduits/ink holes, 53/ that are 
in fluid communication with respective ink passages/31 (figs 9b & 12); 

* a ink distribution structure/fig 12/ that is connected to the ink conduit 
structure/52/, the ink distribution structure defining a plurality of ink ducts/40/, each ink 
duct being in fluid communication with a respective set of ink conduits/holes/53/; and a 
number of inlet ports/34/ arranged on the ink distribution structure/fig 12/, each inlet 
port/34/ being in fluid communication with a respective ink duct/40/ (figs 7, 8, 9b & 12). 

* regarding claim 2, in which the pagewidth printhead assembly (figs 1-3) 
includes a number of printhead chips/27/ that are positioned to span a width of a 
printing path (col 4, line s32-45. col 5, lines 39-54, col 10, lines 5-12). 

* regarding claim 3, in which the ducts/40/ of the ink distribution structure are 
positioned on an outer side of the ink distribution structure, the ink distribution structure 
further defining a plurality of transitional ducts/51/ positioned on an opposed inner side 
of the structure, each transitional duct/51/ being in fluid communication with a 
corresponding duct/50/ and said respective set of ink conduits/holes/53/(figs 7, 8 & 9b). 
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* regarding claim 4. An inkjet printer as claimed in claim 3, in which the ink 
conduit structure/52/ is in the form of a stack of sheets/laminated stacked layers/ (fig 
12), each sheet/layers/ having a plurality of openings and inwardly directed 
channels/42/ defined therein, the openings and channels/42/ being dimensioned and 
positioned so that, when the sheets/layers/ are in the stack, the openings and 
channels/42/ together define the converging ink conduits/holes/53/ (figs 7, 8, & 12). 

* regarding claim 5, in which each sheet/layer/ is a micro-molded structure (col 5, 
lines 12-54, fig 12). 

* regarding claim 6, in which the openings and channels are dimensioned and 
positioned so that the ink conduit structure defines a plurality of sets of inlet openings, 
each set of inlet openings corresponding to an ink of a particular color and being in fluid 
communication with a transitional duct and a respective ink conduit, each conduit 
terminating at a slot which is in fluid communication with a respective ink passage (col 
9, lines 50-61, col 10, lines 1-4). 

* regarding claim 7, which includes a cover member that is engaged with the ink 
distribution structure to close the ink distribution structure, the cover member defining 
the inlet ports (col 10, lines 17-21). 
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Communication With The USPTO 



4. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to K. Feggins whose telephone number is 571-272-2254. 
The examiner can normally be reached on M-F. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Talbott Dave can be reached on 571-272-1934. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 




